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Ninth Grade Language Arts Syllabus 

Northview High School  
2008-2009
Teacher: Ms. Watts
Email:   wattsd@fulton.k12.ga.us
Extra help by appointment before school in room 608  
Textbook:  Literature: Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes.  Prentice Hall, 2005.
Replacement Cost for textbook: $80.00, novels: $15/each
Necessary Materials:

· Pens, pencils, and plenty of paper
· Binder (three-ring) and 5 section dividers: 

Course Description:

Ninth Grade Literature and Composition will continue to build on the reading and language curriculum established in middle school. Throughout this year-long course, students will have opportunities to develop and expand their knowledge of literature and language and demonstrate their mastery level of new learning through performance tasks and assessments. The curriculum is designed to address the Georgia Performance Standards for Language Arts.  A detailed listing of these standards may be found at http://www.georgiastandards.org/english.aspx.  Click English/Language Arts, scroll to Grades 9-12, and choose grade level 9.  You may also reach the link through www.northviewhigh.com.  Click Academics, then Language Arts.  At the completion of this course, students will take the Ninth Grade End-of-Course Test required by state law.


Grading Scale:




Grade Breakdown:

A
90-100 




Tests, Papers, Projects

45%
B
80-89 




Quizzes



25%

C
70-79




Homework/Class work

15%
F
69 and below



Final Exam (EOCT)

15%

Missed Assignments/Make-Up Work:  The Language Arts department policy regarding late work is as follows:  No late homework will be accepted unless a student has an excused absence.  To receive full credit for a major assessment, the work must be turned in on the due date.  After the due date, 10% of the earned grade will be deducted per day for 3 days; after the third day, the student will no longer receive credit. 
Behavior:  Students are expected to be seated and prepared for class before the final bell rings.  The atmosphere in my class is designed solely for the purpose of student enrichment and learning, and student behavior is required to accommodate this goal.  All school rules will be enforced as stated in the student handbook.
Fulton County Policy – Provision for Improving Grades
 Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance.  Students who have not attempted to complete all course requirements are not eligible for recovery.
 

Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities.  Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester.  All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to the end of the semester.

 
Lunch Study: Lunch Study is a mandatory study hall period for students who have a grade below 70% in designated classes. Students are assigned lunch study for 2 sessions of a week. Lunch Study will be held on Tuesdays and Wednesdays for 9th Grade Language Arts. Students assigned Lunch Study must report immediately to the assigned classroom at the start of their lunch period. Tardiness to Lunch Study is assigned consequences in the same manner as any other class. Students who fail to attend Lunch Study will be assigned Saturday Study Session, one hour per each session missed. Students must attend both days even if work is finished. The student should have materials to study if the work assigned is finished.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Parents & Students:  Please read this form, sign it and return it to
Ms. Watts by:
Wednesday, August 13, 2008
Signing & returning this form will count as 10 points (your first homework assignment!)
Northview HS English Department Agreement
 Honor Code:  As explained in the student handbook, cheating is defined as “the giving or receiving, in any form, information relating to a gradable experience.”  Violations of the honor code will result in a zero for the assignment, plus an honor code violation form placed in the student’s disciplinary file.  Read the handbook carefully to fully understand what constitutes a violation.
turnitin.com: Upon teacher request, students may be required to email essays, research papers, or other written work to turnitin.com. The website checks the submission for plagiarism, provides a receipt for the student to give to the teacher, and reports to the teacher that the student’s work was not copied from any source. Students will be trained on the use of turnitin.com. Students who do not have email access at home may use the computers in the media center.

 Extra Help Sessions:  Students are always encouraged to come for additional help in the mornings before class, provided an appointment is made in advance.
Conferences:  Conferences can be scheduled before or after school.  The best way to get in touch with me, especially for urgent messages, is through e-mail. Grades may be viewed via Parent Connect website.  Information about Parent Connect is available in the front office and on the Northview HS website at  www.northviewhigh.com.
Video Viewing Guidelines:  Within the curriculum there poses the opportunity for teachers to incorporate different forms of technology into the classroom.  One of these forms of technology is the showing of clips of related movies or related movies in their entirety.  These films will be rated G, PG, or PG-13.  Any movie with a different rating will have a separate permission slip. If you have any concerns about video viewing, please indicate the concern on the bottom of this form.

SPECIAL NOTE TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS

Please email me at wattsd@fulton.k12.ga.us  if you have comments or concerns.  The school sends out grade reports every six weeks.  It is the student’s responsibility to inform you of his or her grades.  Individual student progress can also be tracked through ParentConnect. Please refer to the NORTHVIEW STUDENT/PARENT HANDBOOK for important information regarding procedures, school policies, and reporting dates. I look forward to having your child in my class this year!
We have read and understood the syllabus and classroom policies.









_________________________

Parent signature

Date



_________________________
Student signature





Date





